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largely obeyed by employees’ superiors. Nevertheless, the proportion 
of superiors in government who encourage voting is probably higher 
than the proportion of superiors in private enterprise engaged in the 
same activity. 


TABLE 6 


EXTENT TO WHICH FEDERAL EMPLOYEES ARE ENCOURAGED BY SUPERIORS TO 
ParTICIPATE IN PoLitTicAL ACTIVITIES 
(in percentages) 


Activity * Yes 


Vote in national, state, or local election 25 

Vote for a specific party or candidate 

Contribute money to a party or candidate 2 

Buy tickets to political dinner 2 

Distribute campaign material 1 
Number of cases 980 


* Employees were asked “ Since you have been working for the Federal Govern- 
ment has a person with a higher position than yours ever encouraged you to do 
any of the following (and if Yes) did this happen recently?” Yes in the table 
is a combination of Yes, happened recently, and Yes, did not happen recently. 
See, ICPR, Federal Civil Service Employees Study, 47-49. 


The most likely hypothesis, concerning the higher level of political 
participation among federal employees as compared to the general 
public, involves the peculiar nature of work in government and its 
connection with and involvement in a political milieu. While it is still 
not certain whether the prohibition of some political activities among 
federal employees reduces other activities, there are certainly other 
forces at work which, in comparison to the general public, effectively 
counterbalance any such tendencies among federal employees. 

These data raise some interesting questions. As more people are 
employed by the government, what effect will this have upon the 
general level of participation? If this level of participation increases 
what effect will this have upon the activities of political parties, cam- 
paign methods and the like? While there is no evidence that govern- 
ment employees vote for a particular party or candidate, this group 
may represent a voting bloc or a significant minority with higher levels 
of participation than the general public that parties and candidates 
might have to appeal to for votes. These are questions that will deserve 
attention in the future. 


Tot 
75 100 
97 100 
98 100 
98 100 
99 100 
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